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FOR-PROFIT 


Sequoia Voting Systems 


Sequoia Voting Systems is a subsidiary of Dominion Voting Systems, a for profit company based in Canada that manufactures 
digital voting machines, supplying the machines to a large portion of U.S. voters. The company has been forefront in a number of 
scandals based in its connection to the far-left government of Venezuela and former president Hugo Chavez. Until 2006, Sequoia 
was owned by Smartmatic, a voting machine manufacturer based in Venezuela that was partially owned by the government. M 


2000 “Hanging Chad” Controversy 


Sequoia Voting Systems was one of multiple companies that produced machines responsible for the “Hanging Chad” controversy 
that occurred in Florida during the 2000 presidential election. Numerous reports accused the company of deliberately or 
accidently changing what paper they used in the punch cards for their machines. Critics alleged that the switch to different paper 
caused the bulk of the incomplete punches in cards that the controversy was centered around. Employees of the company allegedly 
came forward to reveal the switch after the election. These reports were pushed by longtime CBS News anchor Dan Rather, who 
would later leave the network amid a scandal regarding claims about President George W. Bush’s military service that were based 
on apparently fabricated documents. [2] [3] Rather’s report claimed the company had tested the paper cards before the election 
and knew that they did not punch as cleanly as popular alternatives. [41 


Sale to Dominion 


The Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States launched a probe into Sequoia Voting Systems in 2006 after discovery 
that the company was owned by a company controlled by members of the radical-socialist Venezuelan government. At the time, 
the government was run by president and outspoken opponent of the U.S., Hugo Chavez. Chavez won reelection in a special vote 
to remove him from office in 2004. Sequoia voting machines were used in the election. [5] 


Smartmatic, then-parent company of Sequoia Research LLC, gave a seat on the board of directors of Sequoia to an unnamed 
prominent member of the Chavez regime. The chairman of the board of directors for Smartmatic, Mark Malloch Brown, is a 
member of the Labour Party of the United Kingdom, and a member of the global board of directors for Open Society Foundations 
(https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/open-society-foundations/), a left-wing private grantmaking organization founded 
by liberal billionaire George Soros (https: //www.influencewatch.org/person/george-soros/). [61 [71 


Smartmatic sold Sequoia to Dominion Voting Systems, a Canadian voting machine manufacturer, in 2006 after the CFIUS began 
looking into its ties with the Venezuelan government. Smartmatic released a statement saying that its decision to sell Sequoia was 
not based on the increased scrutiny to its state-owned past, but due to increased debate in the United States over foreign 
ownership within sensitive industries. The CFIUS said that it monitored the sale of the company very closely. [8] 


Dominion Voting Systems 


Sequoia Research is currently owned by Dominion Voting Systems, a Canadian-owned voting machine manufacture that supplies 
machines to more than 40% of voters in the United States. [91] 


Dominion Voting Systems donated a large number of its AVM (Automated Voting Machines) to the Clinton Global Initiative 
(https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/clinton-global-initiative/) to be disbursed to developing countries as part of an 
initiative to improve elections and create democracy abroad. The Clinton Foundation (https://www.influencewatch.org/non- 
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profit/bill-hillary-and-chelsea-clinton-foundation/) argued that the donation of machines would directly benefit women in these 
countries as women are more likely to work in voting centers. [101 
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